Halifax Soccer League

Annual General Meeting, January 10th, 2006
Minutes Details

· Role call showed that current teams present included African United, Cole Harbour SC, DU-Chard, DU2, Formation Halifax, Halifax Hurricanes, Halifax Dunbrack-Merrick, Halifax Celtic Metros, Pogue Fado, Rockingham, Sacktown AC, Source, and Scotia.
· Athens United sent their regrets notice.

· No-show: Arsenal, CDVC, Dunbrack-Hornbuckle (not returning), and OPA
· New potential teams present include Costol Controls, FC Bedford, Halifax Alumnus and FC Armbrae.

· Darrell Cormier, president, opened the meeting. He also chaired the meeting at the start. 

· Darrell has decided to step down as president

· He noted the growth of the league in the past few years. It has been amazing and the executives to follow will do a great job he mentioned.

· The goal for the Dal field is to be ready by mid May.

· At this point of the meeting Darrell had to leave for a prior engagement.

· Referee Discussions (John Gray)
· John wanted to reiterate a lot of the points from the summer and current indoor season.
· No jewellery. This is a health risk for the player wear the jewellery. Must be removed if visible.
· Foul language (no double standards at any time). 
· 1st time offence is addressed
· 2nd time offence is carded

· 3rd time offence is ejection

· Eyewear. This is still unsure but now not allowed. Recommended to wear sports goggles.

· There was a lengthy discussion on making sure all referee understand the updated offside rules.

· Consistent uniform policy. Same shorts, socks and jersey. Look professional! We may provide a 2 week grace prior to start of the summer season. No tape numbers on back of jersey please.

· If a team wishes to protest a game, please do it formally in writing either in a letter or e-mail to John Gray.
· John would like referee fees to be on par with small colleges. He would like it to be at $40, $25, $25

· For 2006 it will be $36, $25, $25

· For 2007 it will be $40, $25, $25

· Year after it will match small colleges

· Manuel (Scotia) would like to see fees paid on a monthly timeframe via the league instead of paying refs at the game.

· Seems to be a lot of consensus moving toward the above idea. The league will try to adopt this for the summer of 2006. With note that this may mean a lot more fees up front in the month of May.

· John concluded his referee report and had to leave early at this point.

· Approval of last AGM’s minutes
· Hesham made a motion to approve the minutes from the 2004 HSL AGM.

· Jeff Merrick (Dunbrack) seconds. All in favoured.

· Report of various Seasons
· Bill Perry provided a verbal summary of the successes and comments from the season.

· Of note was the HSL hosting of the Men’s B provincials which was a huge success from the comments of the visiting districts.

· Manuel asks that early work to begin for the hosting of the 2006 Men’s B provincials on sponsors.

· Targeting a March SNS tournament application deadline.

· Jeff Merrick made a motion of increasing summer league fees by $50 per team as a way to contribute to the costs of the teams going to provincials. It was approved by all members.

· Chris Pierce, Source, also made a motion to ask either Dartmouth District or Halifax District to host the provincials.

· Comments were made from the executives on the disappointment of the lack of support from the Halifax District even though it was held in their district. Dartmouth was the host on paper.

· Amendments of Rules

· Call-ups – Currently 3 call-ups per game, 3 times per season. This has been a big discussion topic between club teams and independent teams.

· Jeff Merrick made a motion to change this to unlimited with club. Motion was defeated with only 4 votes yes and majority voted down.

· Motion to keep the current 3 call up rule per game, 3 times per season is kept. Passed.

· Elections of Officers

· President position is vacant from Darrell’s departure. Jeff Merrick nominates Bill Perry to take the role of president. There were no challengers. 
· The now vacant Vice President role is up for election. Bill Perry nominates Chris Pierce (Source). There were no challengers. 
· Annotator position has been assigned to Damien and he wishes to vacate this post. Chris Pierce nominates Hesham Abourahma as Annotator. There were no challengers.

· Peter Rumscheidt (Scotia) has decided to step down as a Member at Large. Vange Panapolis intention to stay on as a Member at Large was uncertain. There are spots open for Members at Large. The executives wish to include the following members as Members at Large. Don Chard (DU-Chard) and Carl Daniels. (Pogue Fado). Bill opened the floor for interested members to be on the board. Jason Coady (Formation Halifax) and Manuel Escobar (Scotia) wishes to offer. The four members were all voted in as members at large. Their specific roles will be determined in a future executive meeting.

· Your officers are as follows:
· President, Bill Perry
· Vice President, Chris Pierce
· Treasurer, Damien Ho

· Annotator, Hesham Abourahma

· Members at Large, Don Chard, Jason Coady, Carl Daniels, Manuel Escobar and Vange Panopolis
· Past President, Darrell Cormier
· Statements were passed out for the past year, from October 2004 to September 2005. See attached. Statements approved by the membership present.

· Damien led this part of the meeting. 
· League made a small surplus mainly due to the Provincials. Because of the rush to host, we used a lot of the reserves to pay for fields and refs. There were some donations and they helped. We thanked the Dartmouth District, Ardmore Tea Room and Athens Restaurant for their financial support. Numerous other sponsors for their donations in goods.
· Other discussions
· There was a lengthy discussion from Angu Vifansi (African United) regarding the reason why his team was treated unfairly during the summer season.
· Don Chard and Bill Perry lead discussion on possible U23 League started by the CISL. 
· Bill attended the meeting and the reports the creation of the league was based on clubs feeling there were no adequate place for the U18’s to go when they graduate. 

· There was a perception that HSL was capping the number of teams at 16 or 18. Bill reiterated at this meeting that this is not the case.

· Still the U23 discussion will continue as the season draws near.

· Spring Discussions. Patrick Matthews (Sacktown) asked where Spring League will be played since Dal is being redone. The executives will have to look at this. Perhaps SMU or Weir.
· Bill commented that teams need to please write legibly on all game sheets. People are having a hard time reading them.

· Jason Coady asked if the ID card issue should be brought back on the table. Short discussion didn’t lead to any specific motion. Executives may look into it. 
· At this time Manuel Escobar made a motion for adjournment. Chris Pierce seconds.
